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The Tooth
In general, it is a fault of composition to interrupt a narrative
with a separate relation. But this book is concerned not only to
describe the experiences of Friar Manrique but to build up a pic-
ture of society both in Portuguese Asia and in some of those king-
doms with which it had dealings. Incidents have been chosen, not
only to bring out contrasts, but to suggest that what appear to be
differences may in fact be similarities. Thus, in the last chapter
we showed that at the back of the minds of the Buddhist kings
of the Bay was always the dream that they might be the divine
instruments of saving the world. But that was also what Goa
stood for. Xavier, who was the embodiment of Catholic Portugal,
dreamed of rescuing Asia from certain damnation and bringing it
under the jurisdiction of St. Peter's, thereby unifying the world
under one spiritual government.
The story which follows perfectly illustrates that rnal entendu.
In 1560, three years before Bayin-naung, King of Burma, invaded
Siarn to procure a White Elephant, Dom Constantino de Braganga,
Viceroy of Goa, led an expedition against Jafna, a Buddhist king-
dom on the north coast of Ceylon. Its rightful heir had fled some
months before from his usurping brother, and coming to Goa had
turned Catholic, taking on baptism the name of Affonso. Possibly
he calculated, as have many others, that apostasy would serve his
cause. Certain it is that he gained Dom Constantino's ear, and
when he alleged that converts, made by Francis Xavier during a
visit to. Ceylon some twelve years previously, were being perse-
cuted by his brother, easily persuaded him to head the expedition.
It will be recalled that after the death of Xavier in 1552 there was
a religious revival in Goa. This Jafna expedition was one of the
results of that revival.
The Viceroy landed near Jafna with a force of 1,220 men and
160

